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Steve’s Festschrift 
Motivated by their friendship for Stephen Halperin and by their interest in his 
work, numerous mathematicians desired to contribute to this volume in honour of his 
50th birthday. 
The breadth of influence of Steve’s work is illustrated by the great variety of topics 
covered in the articles retained by the editors, as well as by the diversity of age and 
nationality of their authors. 
Steve’s primary mathematical contributions have been to the theory of character- 
istic classes, rational homotopy and its various applications to the global geometry of 
manifolds, and local algebra. More recently he has explored the structure of the 
homology algebra of a loop space, with coefficients in the field [F,, p prime (cf. the 
accompanying list of publications). 
The number and diversity of the mathematical collaborations which Steve has 
arranged bear witness to his genius for relating with his fellow mathematicians. For 
my part, I have the great privilege of having enjoyed a long friendship with Steve, who 
is a highly cultured man, in addition to being a respected mathematician. He is well 
versed not only in history and European architecture, but also in a science I had 
thought reserved exclusively to the French - cenology. 
On behalf of us all, I would like to wish Steve a very happy birthday!! 
Jean-Claude Thomas 
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